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Abstract
We explore the causal effect of stock market development on real economic activity in Peru.
Based on the predictions of a simple growth model, we estimate vector autoregressive models
and identify stock market shocks by imposing long-run restrictions in the dynamic response of
real output per capita. Using annual time series data for the period 1965-2013, we find that
stock market shocks have had a short-run causal effect on real GDP per capita only after 1991,
a result that is consistent with standard Granger causality tests; however, the contribution of
stock market shocks to output growth dynamics have been small. Thus, policy actions aimed
at further developing the Peruvian stock market may have a positive impact on the dynamics
of economic growth.
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Introduction

How important are stock markets in the dynamics of real economic activity? Do they
have any causal effect or do they just help to predict economic growth? In this paper we
intend to answer these questions by exploring the empirical relationship between stock
market development and real economic activity using time series data. We focus on
Peru, a developing economy with a stock market at an early stage of development.
Since Smith (1776), the relationship between the financial system and real activity
has been widely studied from a theoretical and empirical point of view.1 Although there
is still no consensus on the causal relationship, it is well accepted in the literature that
stock markets and banking systems allow societies to optimally channel resources from
savings towards consumption and productive activities. Even though the main emphasis
has been on banks (e.g. Bagehot, 1873; Schumpeter, 1912, among others), stock markets
have been acknowledged as an important force in the economy especially since the Great
Depression.
On the theoretical side, Levine (1991), Devereux and Smith (1994), and Obstfeld
(1994) provide models in which liquid and internationally integrated stock markets may
contribute to economic growth. Empirically, the relationship between stock markets
and real activity has been studied using different econometric techniques suitable for
cross-sectional data (Levine and Zervos, 1998; Cooray, 2010, and references therein),
panel data (Henry, 2000; Beck and Levine, 2004; Gupta and Yuan, 2009, and references
therein), and time series data (Arestis et al., 2001; Caporale at al., 2005; Enisan and
Olufisayo, 2009; Marques et al., 2013, and references therein). In the latter case, the
literature has focused on the empirical causality, i.e. time precedence, based on Granger
causality tests and VAR analysis. However, efforts to identify the possible causal effect
of stock market indicators on real activity have been scant in time series studies.
In this paper, we go beyond the study of empirical causality and try to identify
the possible causal effect of stock markets on real economic activity. This is important
from a policy perspective because, as stated by Cochrane (1994), only responses to an
exogenous variable can measure the effects of policy-induced changes in that variable.
Based on the estimation of vector autoregressive models (VARs), we propose the identification of an approximate measure of stock market shocks using long-run restrictions,
as proposed by Blanchard and Quah (1989) and applied by Quah and Vahey (1995) in
the monetary-macro literature. In particular, a stock market shock is identified as a
structural innovation that has no long-run effect on real GDP per capita. This identification strategy is supported by a simple exogenous growth model we develop in this
paper, which predicts that in a developing economy an exogenous permanent change in
stock market development does not have any long-run effects on real output per capita.
Furthermore, the identification strategy is also consistent with the main stylised facts
of the Peruvian economy.
1

Some recent surveys include Gertler (1988), King and Levine (1993), Becsi and Wang (1997), and
Levine (2005)
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Following the literature on this topic, we use annual data for real GDP per capita2
and three conventional indicators of stock market development: volume traded to GDP
ratio, stock market capitalization to GDP ratio, and the turnover ratio. Although the
sample contains only 49 observations (annual data for the period 1965-2013), the span is
sufficiently long for time series analysis based on vector autoregressions (see e.g. Demetriades and Hussein, 1996; Ang and McKibbin, 2007), and the application of unit root
and cointegration tests (see e.g. Campbell and Perron, 1991; Stock, 1994).
The results show that the dynamic relationship between real GDP per capita and the
stock market in Peru has changed over time and that stock market shocks have had a
short-run causal effect on real GDP per capita only after 1991, a result that is consistent
with standard Granger causality tests; in particular, a one-standard deviation shock to
value traded/GDP, turnover and capitalization/GDP increases real GDP per capita after one year by 1%, 1.4% and 1.0%, respectively. However, the contribution of stock
market shocks to output growth dynamics has been small. Therefore, the results imply
that policy actions aimed at further developing the Peruvian stock market (e.g. promoting a higher participation of both lenders and borrowers, and reducing transaction
costs) may have a positive impact on the dynamics of economic growth. These results
are robust to the inclusion of other important variables for the Peruvian economy, such
as the banking sector development and terms of trade.
The rest of the paper is organised as follows. Section 2 describes the data and the
key stylised facts related to the Peruvian stock market. Section 3 presents a simple
model of exogenous growth where the interaction between stock market development
and capital accumulation depends on the degree of economic development. Section 4
describes the empirical methodology proposed to identify a stock market shock. Section
5 presents and discusses the econometric results, and section 6 concludes.

2

Data and stylized facts

The data frequency is annual and covers the period 1965-2013. Based on printed versions
of the Superintendency of Security Markets’ Annual Reports and its online database3
we constructed three conventional indicators of stock market development: (i) value
traded to GDP ratio, (ii) turnover ratio, and (iii) stock market capitalization to GDP
ratio (available only for the period 1990-2013). Real GDP per capita,4 bank credit to
GDP ratio,5 and terms of trade were obtained from the Central Reserve Bank of Peru’s
online database.
Value traded/GDP and turnover are indicators of stock market liquidity. Value
traded is defined as the value of shares traded in the stock market, whereas turnover is
defined as the percentage of traded shares relative to total shares valued in the stock
2

This indicator can be considered as an average measure of welfare and development.
Before 2012, the SMV was called the National Commission of Securities (CONASEV).
4
We use real GDP per capita so that its growth rate is an approximate measure of welfare
5
This is a standard indicator of banking sector development.
3
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market. A higher value traded/GDP or turnover indicates a more liquid and developed
stock market, which provides potential benefits for real economic activity and growth.
Theoretically, illiquid markets could prevent long-run investments because it is difficult
to sell shares whenever an investor needs liquidity. However, a lower turnover could
also indicate that investors have a long-term investment horizon (e.g. insurance companies and private pension funds), which could contribute to economic growth. Stock
market capitalization is defined as the value of shares that are available in the Lima
Stock Market. Thus, a higher capitalization/GDP is also interpreted as an indicator of
a bigger and more developed stock market; however, a higher number shares listed does
not necessarily affect real activity and growth.
Table 1 shows the evolution of the Peruvian stock market6 measured by the average
value traded/GDP, capitalization/GDP and turnover for different samples. In average
terms, value traded showed an important improvement since 1991, whereas turnover
displayed a downward trend during the same period; stock market capitalization also
shows an important improvement between 1991 and 2013. However, compared to developed economies like the United Kingdom (UK) and the United States of America (US),
it is evident that the Peruvian stock market is at an early stage of development. For
instance, according to the Global Financial Development Database, during the period
2001-2013: (i) capitalization/GDP in the UK and US were 127% and 123%, respectively,
whereas in Peru it was 56.8%, (ii) value traded/GDP in UK and US were 171% and
255%, respectively, whereas in Peru it was 5.1%, and (iii) turnover in UK and US were
138% and 208%, respectively, whereas in Peru it was 6.5%.
Table 1. Average levels of stock market indicators (% of GDP)
1965-1970
1971-1980
1981-1990
1991-2000
2001-2013

Value traded Turnover Capitalization
0.2
42.5
n.a.
0.4
82.8
n.a.
0.5
69.6
n.a.
8.4
34.0
19.5
5.1
6.5
56.8

Figure 1 shows the evolution of stock market indicators along with real GDP per
capita (in logs), both in levels and in first differences, from which it is possible to distinguish two periods in the evolution of real GDP per capita. The first period goes from
1965 to 1990 and is a period of stagnation, featuring an important drop in 1983 as a
consequence of a weather phenomenon called “El Niño”, and between 1988 and 1989
due to the Peruvian hyperinflation episode. The second period starts in 1991 and shows
a process of economic recovery that was interrupted between 1998 and 2001, which coincides with international crises (Asia, Russia, Brazil) and domestic political instability
6

The Peruvian stock market was established on December 31st, 1860 (during the government of
Ramon Castilla), under the name of Commerce Stock in Lima, and began to operate on January 7th,
1861. After the Great Depression and the Second War World, the New Commerce Stock of Lima was
created in 1951. The current Stock Exchange Market of Lima was established in 1970, the same year
that the National Commission of Securities (CONASEV) began to operate.
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in Peru (between 2000 and 2001), and experienced a slowdown in 2009 as a result of the
international financial crisis.
Figure 1. Stock market indicators and output per capita: levels and first-differences.
(a) levels

(b) differences

Note: Figures in column (a) illustrate the levels of the series, whereas the ones in column (b) illustrate
the first difference of the series. Real GDP per capita is measured on the right axis and is expressed
in logarithms and multiplied by 100, so the first difference is expressed in percentages. Stock market
indicators are measured on the left axis and are expressed in percentages, so its first difference is
measured in percentage points.

On the other hand, the three indicators of stock market development show different performances. The establishment of the National Commission for Companies and
Securities (CONASEV) and the Stock Market Regulation Law in 1970 contributed to increasing the number of shares negotiated in the Lima Stock Exchange during the 1970’s
and 1980’s. The stock market liquidity, as measured by value traded/GDP, showed a
5

stable performance up to 1990, except for an important drop in 1988 that coincides
with the beginning of the hyperinflation period. Even though stock market liquidity
improved, its average level was 0.5% of GDP between 1980 and 1990, a very low level
when compared with other Latin American countries (by 1990, Chile registered 2.5%,
Brazil 1.2%, and Mexico 4.6%). After the macroeconomic stabilization programme implemented in 1990, which included the financial liberalization of the economy, stock
market liquidity started to increase, reaching levels of around 10% of GDP. However,
it has followed an irregular path since 1997, featuring an important increase in 1993
when the Private Pensions Fund Administrators (AFPs) started to operate, and two
important drops between 1997-1998 and 2007-2008 related to the Asian crisis and the
global financial crisis, respectively.
Turnover suggests a different evolution of liquidity. It shows a downward trend since
the beginning of 1970’s until the end of the century, which is consistent with the era of
financial repression up to 1991. The story from 1991 onwards remains a puzzle. Given
that this period coincides with the advent of the AFPs, which collectively have turned
out to be the most important investor in the stock market, low stock market liquidity
can be explained by the fact that AFPs tend to hold more long-run positions or due to
the particular structure of the pension fund market.7 Also, important limits to short
selling that exist in the Lima stock market (Diaz-Martinez and Fragniere, 2012), might
be associated with its low level of liquidity.8
Finally, the size of the market, as measured by stock market capitalization to GDP
ratio, has shown an upward trend for the available sample 1990-2013. This performance
is consistent with the financial liberalization of the economy that began in 1990 and the
evolution of real GDP per capita, which led to a peak in capitalization/GDP in 2007
and its subsequent recovery after a major drop in 2008 during the peak of the global
financial crisis.
Overall, the data suggest that the Peruvian stock market has improved in terms of
liquidity and size especially since 1991. However, it is evident that the Peruvian stock
market is still at a developing stage.

3

A simple model for stock market development and
economic growth

Consider a reduced-form model that describes the dynamic relationship between stock
market development, m(t), and capital per capita, k(t). Following the standard neoclassical growth model, output per capita y depends only on capital per capita through
a well-defined production function, f (·). However, stock markets may also contribute to
the level and dynamics of output per capita by interconnecting more efficiently savers
7

See for example Arrau (2001) for the explanation of the reduction of liquidity in Chile linked to
the pension fund market
8
Evidence provided for example by Daouk and Charoenrook (2005) suggests that absence of short
selling is linked to illiquid markets.
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and entrepreneurs and thus smoothing capital investment. At early stages of economic
development, stock markets might have a small participation in the economy9 and thus
their contribution to output might be small. However, capital markets may become an
important source of funding as the economy develops, and thus the level of stock market
development may contribute to economic growth by financing activities that improve
output per capita and growth. Based on this idea, we assume that stock market development may positively affect the level of output per capita only when the level of stock
market development m(t) is above a given threshold m̄. In this case, technology can be
expressed as:

y=


 f (k(t), m(t)) , if m(t) > m̄


f (k(t))

, if m(t) < m̄

where ∂f (·)/∂m(t) > 0, ∂f (·)/∂k(t) > 0, ∂ 2 f (·)/∂m(t)2 < 0, ∂ 2 f (·)/∂k(t)2 < 0, and
∂ 2 f (·)/∂m(t)∂k(t) > 0. When m(t) > m̄ we say that the economy is developed, whereas
m(t) < m̄ corresponds to a developing economy. Notice that m(t) can be thought as
representing not only stock markets but financial markets, i.e. both banking system and
stock markets. With respect to capital per capita kt , we assume that capital per capita
accumulates as in the Solow growth model:

k̇(t) =


 sf (k(t), m(t)) − δk(t) , if m(t) > m̄


sf (k(t)) − δk(t)

, if m(t) < m̄

where ∂ k̇(t)/∂m(t) > 0 and ∂ k̇(t)/∂k(t) can be either positive or negative. Figure 2
illustrates the locus for k̇(t)/k(t) = 0 and the dynamics around it for both a developing
and a developed country (Figures 2a and 2b, respectively). In a developing economy, an
increase in capital per capita above its steady-state level k ∗ implies that capital dynamics will drive capital back to k ∗ , i.e. ∂ k̇(t)/∂k(t) > 0 when k(t) > k ∗ , whereas capital
will fall when the opposite occurs, i.e. ∂ k̇(t)/∂k(t) > 0 when k(t) < k ∗ . In a developed
economy, on the other hand, a higher level of stock market development m(t) implies
an increase in capital per capita k(t).
The dynamics of stock market development, ṁ, are assumed to depend on m(t) and
k(t), i.e. ṁ = h(m(t), k(t)), both in developing and developed economies. Higher capital
per capita improves income and thus stimulates the development of capital markets, i.e.
∂ ṁ(t)/∂k(t) > 0. Furthermore, we assume that ∂ ṁ(t)/∂m(t) < 0 so that m(t) shows
mean reversion.10 Figure 3 shows the locus for ṁ(t) = 0 and the dynamics around it.
9

In this scenario, the banking system is the main source of funding in the economy.
If ∂ ṁ(t)/∂m(t) > 0, then the resulting system will display a saddle-path stability. In this case, the
effects of an exogenous change in m(t) will be the same but the dynamics towards the new equilibrium
will be determined by a unique stable arm.
10

7

Figure 2. Locus k̇(t) = 0

(a) Developing economy

(b) Developed economy

Note: m(t) is stock market development and k(t) is capital per capita.

Figure 3. Locus ṁ(t) = 0

Note: m(t) is stock market development and k(t) is capital per capita.

Figures 4 and 5 illustrate the dynamics around ṁ(t) = 0 and k̇(t) = 0 for the case
of a developing and a developed economy, respectively. For the case of a developing
economy, Figure 4a shows that the dynamics implied by the model produces a globally
stable system. In this scenario, a permanent shock that shifts the curve ṁ(t) = 0 does
not have any permanent effect on the level of output per capita. For instance, an exogenous improvement in capital markets technology h(·), which shifts the curve ṁ(t) = 0
to the left as in Figure 4b, implies that a given level of capital per capita has better
access to the domestic stock market; this happens, for instance, when a firm can issue
more equities and shares that can be traded in the stock market, or more firms can
have access to stock markets. In a developing economy, however, it is possible that this
improved access does not stimulate higher capital accumulation because of institutional
rigidities, lack of confidence, among other reasons, especially at early stages of economic
development. Therefore, the steady state level of capital per capita does not change but
the stock market development achieves a higher steady-state level, [m∗ ]0 . In contrast,
an exogenous change that shifts the curve k̇(t) = 0 to the right, e.g. an increase in
productivity, increases the steady-state of both stock market development and capital

8

per capita, and therefore the steady-state level of output per capita.
Figure 4. Dynamic system for a developing country

(a) Dynamics

(b) A permanent change in ṁ = 0

Note: m(t) is stock market development and k(t) is capital per capita.

For the a developed economy, the joint dynamics around ṁ = 0 and k̇ = 0 and
the type of equilibrium depend on the slopes of the loci. In particular, if the slope of
k̇ = 0 is higher than the slope of ṁ = 0, then the dynamic system is globally stable
(Figure 5a), whereas it becomes a saddle path equilibrium if that inequality reverses
(Figure 5b). In any of these cases, a permanent shock to stock market development
has permanent effects on both m(t) and k(t). This prediction is consistent with general
empirical findings for developed economies surveyed in Levine (2005).
Figure 5. Dynamic system for a developed country

(a) Global stability

(b) Saddle path stability

Note: m(t) is stock market development and k(t) is capital per capita.
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In sum, this model predicts that any permanent shock to stock market development
does not have any permanent effect on the level of output per capita in a developing
economy. This result will be used in section 4 in order to empirically identify stock
market shocks.

4

Empirical model

Consider the following bivariate VAR model of order p:
(1)

(1)

(p)

(p)

0

(1)

(1)

(p)

(p)

0

∆yt = a10 + a11 ∆yt−1 + a12 ∆ft−1 + · · · + a11 ∆yt−p + a12 ∆ft−p + dt αy + εyt
∆ft = a20 + a21 ∆yt−1 + a22 ∆ft−1 + · · · + a21 ∆yt−p + a22 ∆ft−p + dt αf + εft

(1)
(2)

where ∆ is the first-difference operator, ft is a real indicator of stock market development, yt is the log of real per capita output, dt is a column vector that contains dummy
variables that account for specific events that are described below, and εyt and εft are
the corresponding error terms. The error terms are assumed to be normally distributed
white noise processes, i.e. εjt ∼ (0, σε2j ) and Cov(εjt , εjs ) = 0 for j = y, f ; however, the error terms between equations can be contemporaneously correlated, i.e. Cov(εyt , εft ) 6= 0.
According to Hamilton (1994, p. 651-654), if yt and ft are unit root processes and do
not cointegrate (which is shown in section 5), then the VAR specification given by (1)
and (2) is econometrically adequate to study the dynamic relationship between yt and ft .
Based on the estimation of equations (1) and (2), we calculate impulse response
functions (IRFs) and perform variance decomposition analysis. The IRFs describe the
response of each variable to shocks that affect the dynamic system, whereas the variance
decomposition provides the contribution of each shock to the fluctuations of each variable; however, the identification of structural shocks is a key ingredient for a meaningful
analysis of IRFs and the variance decomposition. In our case, we are interested in the
identification of stock market shocks.
In this paper we identify stock market shocks using the approach proposed by Blanchard and Quah (1989) and the predictions of the theoretical model discussed in section
3. Blanchard and Quah (1989) shows that in a bivariate VAR the structural shocks
can be identified from the VAR (reduced-form) residuals by imposing one long-run restriction in the dynamic response of one variable. In our case, the long-run restriction
required for identification of a stock market shock is provided by the theoretical model:
in a developing economy (such as Peru), an exogenous change in stock market development has no long-run effects on real output per capita.
To see this formally, consider the moving-average representation of the VAR given
by equations (1) and (2) (omitting intercepts) which can be written as follows:11
11

The model satisfies the required assumptions for the validity of this identification approach, as in
Quah and Vahey (1995): log output is integrated of order 1, log(Yt ) ∼ I(1), and the change in financial
indicators is stationary, ∆ft ∼ I(0). The corresponding unit root tests are shown in Appendix A.
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∆yt
∆ft




=

C11 (L) C12 (L)
C21 (L) C22 (L)



u1,t
u2,t



where u1,t and u2,t represent structural error terms with a covariance matrix Σs equal to
the identity matrix I (i.e. they are orthogonal), and each Cij (L) represents an infinite
polynomial in the lag operator L (e.g. C12 (L) = c21 (0)L0 + c21 (1)L1 + c21 (2)L2 + · · · ). If
we want to interpret u2,t as a stock market shock, then we need to impose the following
long-run restriction on the moving average representation:
C12 (1) ≡

∞
X

c12 (i) = 0

(3)

i=0

which assures that u2,t does not have long run effects on the level of real output per
capita. Given that the model does not impose any other restriction in the long-run
response of ∆yt or ∆ft to any exogenous event, the terms C11 (1), C21 (1) and C22 (1) are
left unrestricted; this means that u2,t may have long-run effects on any stock market
indicator (i.e., C22 (1) 6= 0), and that u1,t may have permanent effects on both stock
market indicators and real output per capita (i.e., C11 (1) 6= 0 and C21 (1) 6= 0). Furthermore, all short-run dynamics are left unrestricted.
As described in section 2, the Peruvian stock market is at an early stage of development which means that the long-run restriction given by (3) is reasonable. Furthermore,
major shifts in the level of real GDP per capita have not been associated with particular
events originating in the stock market, but have been mostly related to adverse weather
shocks (e.g. “El Niño” weather phenomenon) and external events (both real and financial), among the most important ones. In order to control for these major events, we
include exogenous additive dummy variables to the VAR,12 so that u2,t represents shocks
that have no long-run effect on real output per capita.
However, as it was noted in section 3, it is possible that u2,t is driven not only by
stock market shocks but by other type of shocks with similar effects on real output, such
as bank credit shocks. In fact, u2,t can be viewed as an “average” of all possible shocks
that have no long-run effect on real economic activity but may have long-run effects on
the stock market, one of which is a “true” exogenous stock market shock.13 Therefore,
u2,t would be a noisy measure of stock market shocks. Given this, one possible strategy
to get a better empirical approximation of stock market shocks is to extend the VAR
by including a real indicator of the banking sector development, closely related to stock
markets. We choose the ratio bt = credit/GDP which is a standard indicator in the
literature. In this case, the moving average representation of the dynamic relationship
12

The dummy variables are defined for the following events: “El Niño” phenomenon in 1983 and
1998, hyperinflation 1988-1990, the beginning of the private pension system in 1993, the 1997-1998
financial crisis, and the global financial crisis that emerged in 2008.
13
Given the orthogonality assumption between u1,t and u2,t , all shocks whose possible long-run effect
on output cannot be discarded are represented by u1,t . Thus, u1,t can also be viewed as an average
of technological, preferences, government, factor prices, and consumption shocks, among the most
important. For this reason, we do not impose any “label” on u1,t .
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between ∆yt , ∆bt , and ∆ft can be written as:

 


∆yt
C11 (L) C12 (L) C13 (L)
u1,t
 ∆bt  =  C21 (L) C22 (L) C23 (L)   u2,t 
∆ft
C31 (L) C32 (L) C33 (L)
u3,t
Following the same reasoning as before, if we want to interpret u3,t as a stock market
shock thenPwe need to assume that it hasP
no long-run effects on either ∆yt or ∆bt , i.e.
∞
C13 (1) ≡ i=0 c13 (i) = 0 and C23 (1) ≡ ∞
i=0 c23 (i) = 0. The restriction C13 (1) ≡ 0
is similar to the restriction C12 (1) = 0 imposed in the two-variable VAR and is consistent with the predictions of the theoretical model, whereas C23 (1) = 0 implies that
stock market shocks do not have long-run effects on banking sector development, an
assumption that is supported by the Peruvian experience discussed in section 2. In
addition, P
and in order to achieve exact identification, we also impose the restriction
C12 (1) ≡ ∞
i=0 c12 (i) = 0 which states that u2,t represents shocks that do not have longrun effects on real output per capita.14 Under these restrictions, u3,t can be treated as
a better approximation of stock market shocks.
In developing economies such as Peru, terms of trade has played an important role
in macroeconomic performance (e.g. Mendoza, 1995; Kose, 2002; Broda, 2003, among
others). This suggests that stock market shocks identified from the two-variable VAR,
u2,t , and from the three-variable VAR, u3,t , may also be driven by external factors.
Given this possibility, we also estimate VARs that include terms of trade, real output
per capita, and stock market indicators, and identify stock market shocks u3,t following
the same procedure as in the case with bank credit.
Once stock market shocks are identified in each case, we use IRFs and variance
decomposition analysis in order to quantify the effects of the Peruvian stock market
development in the dynamics of economic growth.

5

Results

The historical evolution of the Peruvian stock market described in section 2 suggests
that the relationship between stock market development and real economic activity has
not been the same during the period 1965-2013. Thus, based on well-known important
political and economic events, the empirical analysis is performed for three sub-samples:
(i) 1965-1990, which covers the initial development of stock markets in Peru, political
and economic unstable episodes, and a period of increasing inflation that ended up in a
hyperinflation episode between 1988 and 1990, (ii) 1991-2013, which covers the period
of structural macroeconomic reforms, macroeconomic stability and low inflation, and
(iii) 1965-2013 (the full sample).
14

Notice that the validity of this restriction affects the interpretation of u2,t ; however, this is not a
concern given that our focus is on stock market shocks represented by u3,t in this three-variable VAR.
Therefore, we do not label u2,t .
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In order to assess whether equations (1) and (2) represent a valid VAR specification,
we test for the existence of unit roots in the series and the possibility of cointegration.
We use the Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) test (Dickey and Fuller, 1979) and the
efficient DF-GLS (Elliot, Rothenberg and Stock, 1996) to test for unit root; the results
shown in Appendix A indicate that the unit root hypothesis cannot be rejected. Cointegration between real output per capita and each stock market indicator was tested
using Johansen’s rank test; the results shown in Appendix B do not suggest evidence of
cointegration. Thus, given the non-stationarity of the series and the lack of cointegration, we proceed with the estimation of VAR models of the form (1) and (2) for each
stock market indicator.
Each VAR is estimated using maximum likelihood and the lag length is chosen with
the sequential Likelihood Ratio (LR) test. Residual analysis is based on standard diagnostic tests which suggest that the chosen VARs are characterised by well-behaved error
terms, i.e. homoskedastic, serially uncorrelated, and normally distributed. As it was
discussed in section 4, we identify stock market shocks by imposing long-run restrictions
on the impulse-response functions of each estimated VAR.
First, we analyse bivariate VARs and identify u2,t as a stock market shock imposing the restriction
that u2,t does not have long-run effects on real GDP per capita, i.e.
P∞
C12 (1) ≡ i=0 c12 (i) = 0. Figure 6 shows the cumulative response of real GDP per
capita to a stock market shock15 and the corresponding 90% confidence intervals, for
each stock market indicator16 and each sub-sample.17 The structural IRFs show that
the response of real GDP per capita to a stock market shock has changed over time
and has become relatively more important in recent years. In particular, stock market
shocks do not have any statistically significant effect on real output for the sub-sample
1965-1990 or the full sample 1965-2013; however, for the sample 1991-2013 stock market shocks have a statistically significant effect on real output per capita, achieving the
maximum effect after one year: 1.0% for value traded, 1.4% for turnover, and 1.0% for
stock market capitalization.
The variance decomposition shown in the first block of Table 2 (Baseline VAR) indicates that the contribution of stock market shocks u2,t to the fluctuations in real output
growth ∆y has also changed over time. In particular, the contribution of u2,t doubled
from the sample 1965-1990 to the sample 1991-2013 (from 4.8% to 12.9% for the case
of value traded, and from 10.8% to 21.7% for the case of turnover); however, the size
of the contribution has not been very important in terms of magnitude (the maximum
contribution is less than 22%). In the case of stock market indicators, the contribution of stock market shocks u2,t has been much more important, especially during the
sub-sample 1965-1990; this result can be interpreted as evidence that stock market
fluctuations has become more less independent of real economic activity. Therefore,
although stock market shocks have had a statistically significant short-run impact on
15

The size of the shock is equal to a one-standard deviation.
Data for market capitalization are only available from 1990.
17
As a reference, Figure A-1 in Appendix C displays the impulse-response functions based on Cholesky
decomposition.
16

13

Figure 6. Cumulative output response to a positive stock market shock: long-run
restrictions.

(a) Value traded (1965-2013)

(b) Turnover (1965-2013)

(c) Capitalization (1991-2013)

(d) Value traded (1965-1990)

(e) Turnover (1965-1990)

(f) Capitalization (1991-2013)

(g) Value traded (1991-2013)

(h) Turnover (1991-2013)

(i) Capitalization (1991-2013)

Note: The size of the shock is equal to one standard deviation. The vertical axis is measured in percent. Market
capitalization data are available only from 1991. The impulse response functions display bootstrapped 90% confidence
intervals.

real economic activity after 1991, its relevance for growth fluctuations has remained at
low levels.
Figure 7 shows the dynamic response of real GDP per capita to stock market shocks
from three-variable VARs that include banking credit/GDP, a real indicator of banking
sector development, whereas the second block of Table 2 displays the corresponding
variance decomposition. The results, which are similar to the ones obtained with the
two-variable VAR specifications, indicate that a stock market shock has a statistically
significant effect on real GDP per capita only for the sample 1991-2013. In all cases, the
maximum effect is achieved one year after the shock occurs and is equal to 1.0% for value
traded/GDP, 1.1% for turnover, and 0.8% for capitalization. However, the contribution
of stock market shocks to the fluctuations in economic growth has been very small
in magnitude (the maximum contribution is 16.3%); by sub-samples, the contribution
was higher for the sub-sample 1991-2013 compared to the sub-sample 1965-2013. With
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Table 2. Contribution of stock-market shocks to the variance of output growth and
stock markets indicators.

Horizon

Value traded
∆y
∆f

Stock market indicators
Turnover
Capitalization
∆y
∆f
∆y
∆f

Baseline VAR
Sample
1 year
1965-2013 2 years
10 years

1.8
1.6
1.9

88.0
90.0
90.7

2.1
2.3
2.5

89.8
89.0
88.0

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

Sample
1 year
1965-1990 2 years
10 years

3.6
4.7
4.8

61.6
55.5
55.0

8.5
10.2
10.8

76.2
76.0
75.6

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

Sample
1 year
1991-2013 2 years
10 years

10.5
12.2
12.9

71.2
70.0
69.7

18.7
20.3
21.7

25.2
30.6
30.6

10.3
15.6
15.7

58.1
54.8
54.7

VAR with bank credit
Sample
1 year
1.2
1965-2013 2 years
1.3
10 years
1.4

91.0
90.4
88.4

1.4
1.4
1.6

88.3
86.9
85.8

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

Sample
1 year
1965-1990 2 years
10 years

0.3
0.8
0.7

66.1
27.7
27.5

9.3
10.5
10.8

72.3
72.2
71.6

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

Sample
1 year
1991-2013 2 years
10 years

11.8
13.2
14.1

66.3
63.1
61.3

12.9
16.4
16.3

11.4
13.0
12.9

7.3
11.7
11.8

74.0
69.2
69.2

trade
1.4
1.1
1.3

84.8
85.9
86.7

1.4
1.3
1.4

87.8
86.1
84.0

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

Sample
1 year
1965-1990 2 years
10 years

5.6
6.0
6.1

40.3
36.8
36.1

6.5
6.1
6.9

69.2
66.7
65.9

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

Sample
1 year
1991-2013 2 years
10 years

8.7
9.5
10.1

49.2
52.8
54.4

16.1
16.6
17.9

21.0
25.6
25.8

5.9
9.9
9.6

46.0
37.8
37.7

VAR with terms of
Sample
1 year
1965-2013 2 years
10 years

Note: The results are based on the estimation of three variable VARs that includes the
growth rate of real output per capita and stock market indicators. The model with bank
credit considers bank credit to GDP ratio. The model with terms of trade considers the
growth rate of terms of trade.
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respect to the fluctuations in stock stock market development, the contribution of stock
market shocks to value traded fluctuations increases from the first to the second subsample, whereas it decreases for the case of turnover.
Figure 7. Cumulative output response to a positive stock market shock: long-run
restrictions and banking credit.

(a) Value traded (1965-2013)

(b) Turnover (1965-2013)

(c) Capitalization (1991-2013)

(d) Value traded (1965-1990)

(e) Turnover (1965-1990)

(f) Capitalization (1991-2013)

(g) Value traded (1991-2013)

(h) Turnover (1991-2013)

(i) Capitalization (1991-2013)

Note: The size of the shock is equal to one standard deviation. The vertical axis is measured in percent. Market
capitalization data are available only from 1991. The impulse response functions display bootstrapped 90% confidence
intervals.

In addition, we extend the baseline VAR by including the growth rate of terms
of trade. Figure 8 shows the corresponding IRFs of real GDP per capita to shocks
in u3,t , whereas the third block of Table 2 (VAR with terms of trade) displays the
variance decomposition. Again, the results suggests that stock market shocks have had
statistically significant effects only after 1991 but its contribution to output growth
dynamics has been small. The IRFs show that the maximum effect is achieved one year
after the shock occurs and is equal to 0.9% for value traded/GDP, 1.3% for turnover,
and 0.8% for capitalization. However, the variance decomposition analysis indicate that
the contribution of stock market shocks to the fluctuations in economic growth has been
very small in magnitude (the maximum contribution is 17.9%); by sub-samples, in all
cases the contribution was higher for the sub-sample 1991-2013 compared to the sub16

sample 1965-2013. With respect to the fluctuations in stock stock market development,
the contribution of stock market shocks to value traded fluctuations increases from the
first to the second sub-sample, whereas it decreases for the case of turnover.
Figure 8. Cumulative output response to a positive stock market shock: long-run
restrictions and terms of trade.

(a) Value traded (1965-2013)

(b) Turnover (1965-2011)

(c) Capitalization (1991-2013)

(d) Value traded (1965-1990)

(e) Turnover (1965-1990)

(f) Capitalization (1991-2013)

(g) Value traded (1991-2013)

(h) Turnover (1991-2013)

(i) Capitalization (1991-2013)

Note: The size of the shock is equal to one standard deviation. The vertical axis is measured in percent. Market
capitalization data are available only from 1991. The impulse response functions display bootstrapped 90% confidence
intervals.

Finally, we apply standard Granger causality tests to each VAR specification in order to investigate the empirical causal relationship between the change in stock market
development and output growth. As it is well-known, Granger causality provides information about the ability of one variable (or a group of variables) to forecast another
variable (i.e. empirical causal relationship or time precedence), which does not necessarily coincides with true causation (Hamilton, 1994). The results shown in Table 3
indicate that Granger causality has changed over time. In all cases, news in the stock
market indicator do Granger cause real output growth in the sub-sample 1991-2013 but
not in the sample 1965-1990, a result that is in line with the results provided by the
IRFs; finally, there is evidence that real output growth Granger causes value traded only
in the sub-sample 1965-1990.
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Table 3. Granger causality tests.
1965-2013

1965-1990

1991-2013

Baseline VAR
∆V T ∼ GC ∆y
∆y ∼ GC ∆V T
∆T ∼ GC ∆y
∆y ∼ GC ∆T
∆C ∼ GC ∆y
∆y ∼ GC ∆C

0.09
0.43
0.48
0.04
n.a
n.a

0.37
0.03
0.27
0.28
n.a
n.a.

0.01
0.99
0.06
0.36
0.01
0.65

VAR with bank credit
∆V T ∼ GC ∆y
∆y ∼ GC ∆V T
∆T ∼ GC ∆y
∆y ∼ GC ∆T
∆C ∼ GC ∆y
∆y ∼ GC ∆C

0.13
0.57
0.57
0.07
n.a
n.a

0.75
0.26
0.24
0.28
n.a
n.a.

0.00
0.83
0.04
0.59
0.01
0.65

VAR with terms of trade
∆V T ∼ GC ∆y
0.10
∆y ∼ GC ∆V T
0.28
∆T ∼ GC ∆y
0.58
∆y ∼ GC ∆T
0.08
∆C ∼ GC ∆y
n.a
∆y ∼ GC ∆C
n.a

0.16
0.03
0.38
0.29
n.a
n.a.

0.01
0.83
0.09
0.38
0.00
0.71

Note: ∆V T , ∆T , ∆C, and ∆y denote the first difference of value traded/GDP, turnover,
capitalization/GDP, and the growth rate of real GDP per capita. Granger causality tests
are based on the estimation of bivariate VARs describing ∆y and each stock market
indicator with 1 lag. The null hypothesis is that the left-hand side variable does not
Granger cause the right-hand side variable.

6

Conclusions

Using annual time series data for 1965-2013, we estimate vector autoregressive models
(VARs) and identify stock market shocks using long-run restrictions. We use GDP per
capita and three financial indicators associated with stock markets: value traded/GDP,
stock market capitalization/GDP and turnover ratio.
The results show that the dynamic relationship between real GDP per capita and
the stock market in Peru has changed over time and that stock market shocks have
had a short-run causal effect on real GDP per capita only after 1991, a result that is
consistent with Granger causality tests; in particular, a one-standard deviation shock
to value traded/GDP, turnover and capitalization/GDP increases real GDP per capita
after one year by 1%, 1.4% and 1.0%, respectively. However, the contribution of stock
market shocks to output growth dynamics has been small.
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Overall, the results imply that policy actions aimed at further developing the Peruvian stock market (e.g. promoting a higher participation of both lenders and borrowers)
will have a positive impact on the dynamics of economic growth. However, it is possible
that above a given threshold of development, further improvements of stock markets
might have adverse effects on output and growth volatility, a topic that merits additional research.
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Appendix
A

Unit Root tests
Table A-1. Unit Root Tests:1965-2013
Statistic

1%

5%

10%

ADF test
Value Traded
Turnover
Capitalization
Real output per capita
Terms of trade

-2.427
-3.207
-1.585
-0.324
-0.125

-4.161
-4.161
-4.468
-4.171
-4.171

-3.506
-3.506
-3.645
-3.511
-3.511

-3.183
-3.183 ***
-3.261
-3.186
-3.186

DF-GLS test
Value Traded
Turnover
Capitalization
Real output per capita
Terms of trade

-2.520
-1.379
-1.717
-0.993
-1.158

-3.770
-3.770
-3.770
-3.770
-3.770

-3.190
-3.190
-3.190
-3.190
-3.190

-2.890
-2.890
-2.890
-2.890
-2.890

Note: Value traded, turnover and capitalization are expressed in percentages,
whereas real output per capita and terms of trade are expressed in logs. The
null hypothesis is the existence of a unit root. The results assume that the
true model for each series includes an intercept and a time trend.

Table A-2. Unit Root Tests:1965-1990
Statistic

1%

5%

10%

ADF test
Value Traded
Turnover
Capitalization
Real output per capita
Terms of trade

-3.349
-1.391
n.a.
-0.663
-0.122

-4.374 -3.603 -3.238 ***
-4.374 -3.603 -3.238
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
-4.468 -3.645 -3.261
-4.498 -3.658 -3.269

DF-GLS test
Value Traded
Turnover
Capitalization
Real output per capita
Terms of trade

-3.494
-1.265
n.a.
-1.321
-1.330

-3.770 -3.190 -2.890 **
-3.770 -3.190 -2.890
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
-3.770 -3.190 -2.890
-3.770 -3.190 -2.890

Note: Same as Table A-1.
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Table A-3. Unit Root Tests:1991-2013
Statistic

1%

5%

10%

ADF test
Value Traded
Turnover
Capitalization
Real output per capita
Terms of trade

-2.628
-1.069
-1.569
-0.936
-2.136

-4.441
-4.441
-4.498
-4.441
-4.441

-3.633
-3.633
-3.658
-3.633
-3.633

-3.255
-3.255
-3.269
-3.255
-3.255

DF-GLS test
Value Traded
Turnover
Capitalization
Real output per capita
Terms of trade

-2.513
-0.921
-1.712
-1.123
-2.008

-3.770
-3.770
-3.770
-3.770
-3.770

-3.190
-3.190
-3.190
-3.190
-3.190

-2.890
-2.890
-2.890
-2.890
-2.890

Note: Same as Table A-1.
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B

Johansen cointegration test
Table A-4. Johansen rank test
Lags
Cointegrating vectors
Sample: 1965-2013
1
r=0
r=1
2
r=0
r=1
3
r=0
r=1
4
r=0
r=1
Sample: 1965-1990
1
2
3
4

Sample: 1991-2013
1
2
3
4

Value t.

Turnover

0.316
0.667
0.571
0.410
0.266
0.474
0.207
0.507

0.650
0.958
0.425
0.340
0.318
0.439
0.402
0.765

r=0
r=1
r=0
r=1
r=0
r=1
r=0
r=1

0.122
0.436
0.393
0.342
0.148
0.095
0.484
0.038 *
0.285
0.007 *
0.776
0.292
0.004 * 0.032 *
0.520
0.933

r=0
r=1
r=0
r=1
r=0
r=1
r=0
r=1

0.236
0.092
0.080
0.100
0.011
0.040
0.000
0.001

0.122
0.335
0.016 *
0.573
0.083
0.588
0.006 *
0.760

Capital.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

0.015 *
0.693
0.693
0.896
0.510
0.700
0.355
0.089

Note: Value traded, turnover and capitalization are expressed in percentages, whereas
real output per capita is expressed in logs. The null hypothesis is the existence of
”r” cointegrating vectors. The entries represent the probability of rejecting the null
hypothesis. In all cases it is assume that the data contain a time trend. Optimal lag
length tests consider up to a maximum of 4 lags.
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C

Impulse-response functions: Cholesky decomposition.

Figure A-1. Cumulative output response to a positive stock market shock: Cholesky
approach.

(a) Value traded (1965-2013)

(b) Turnover (1965-2013)

(c) Capitalization (1991-2013)

(d) Value traded (1965-1990)

(e) Turnover (1965-1990)

(f) Capitalization (1991-2013)

(g) Value traded (1991-2013)

(h) Turnover (1991-2013)

(i) Capitalization (1991-2013)

Note: The shock size is one standard deviation of the orthogonalized residual. The vertical axis is measured in percent.
Market capitalization data are available from 1991.

Even though it is possible to estimate IRFs based on the original VAR innovations
and εft , they are not economically relevant because the innovations are correlated and
thus cannot be attributed to any specific variable. The literature provides several alternatives to construct orthogonal innovations from the original VAR innovations. The
basic and most popular of these procedures is called the Cholesky decomposition.
εyt

The Cholesky decomposition of the residual variance-covariance matrix is a standard
procedure to decompose the original VAR innovations into a set of uncorrelated components or orthogonal errors. This procedure is based on the imposition of zero restrictions
on the contemporaneous response of the variables to shocks coming from other variables
in the VAR. As a result, the variables can be “ordered” from the most exogenous (i.e
the one that does not respond contemporaneously to any shock except the one coming
26

from itsself) to the less exogenous (i.e. the one that responds contemporaneously to all
shocks in the system), which is usually referred to as “Cholesky ordering”. For instance,
a Cholesky ordering (∆yt , ∆ft ) means that ∆yt responds contemporaneously to surprises
in ∆yt only, whereas ∆ft responds contemporaneously to surprises in both ∆yt and ∆ft .
Under the Cholesky decomposition, the resulting IRFs describe the dynamic response of ∆yt and ∆ft to an orthogonalized shock in either ∆yt or ∆ft . In particular,
the response of ∆yt to an orthogonalized shock in ∆ft can be interpreted as the change
in the forecast of ∆yt due to “new information” about ∆ft . On the other hand, the
variance decomposition provides the contribution of each orthogonalized shock, uyt and
uft , to the fluctuations in ∆yt and ∆ft . Furthermore, if ∆ft (∆yt ) is mostly explained
by its own shocks uft (uyt ), then ∆ft (∆yt ) can be considered as relatively exogenous.
Figure A-1 shows the orthogonalised IRFs based on the Cholesky decomposition.
One important limitation of the Cholesky method is that results from IRFs and VD
depend on the Cholesky ordering. However, if one particular ordering is “reasonable”,
then at least one of the orthogonalized shocks can be interpreted as a structural or
primitive shock, i.e. a shock whose true origin could be known conditional on the VAR
specification.18 However, in our case there does not seem to exist a unique reasonable
Cholesky ordering: real activity might respond to a stock market shock within the same
year the shock occurs, whereas it is almost certain that the stock market will react
immediately to shocks in the real sector.

18
This is the case, for example, in monetary policy analysis, where interest rate is ordered last. See
for example Bernanke et al. (2005)
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